Thailand GV Team Meeting #1
November 12, 2006

     Notes from presentation by Prof. Nang In Pan Butr, OSU faculty,    

     College of Vet. Med. and native of Lampang in NE Thailand  (Prof. 
     Nang’s remarks are summarized under four main topics.)

A. Language and phrases
1. Official language is Thai but more educated people may know some English. Roots of Thai lie in Sino-Tibetan family of languages.  
2. Phrases (Go to Col. GV website for more, including audio examples of the following.)
a.  Initial greeting when meeting 

1. Women say - “Sawad Dee Kha”

2. Men say – “Sawad Dee Krub”

b. “Thank you.”
                             1.  Women – “Khab Khun Kha”

                             2.  Men – “Khab Khun Krub”

c.  Misc. voc. 

                             Wat - temple 

                             Wai  - refers to the bowing gesture with hands 
                                      brought together in front of face

B.  Manners

1. Head – Don’t touch head of older person.
2. Foot – lowest of the low; never point with foot or toe; don’t cross legs so foot points toward another person.

3. Bow when passing an elderly person, monks, gov. officials.

4. Monks – always seated higher relative to others

5. The color yellow – shows support or loyalty to the king; OK for team members to wear clothes that are yellow.

6. Thai manners in general – Thai people are polite, considerate, not direct, and not typically aggressive.

7. Team clothing – no shorts or sleeveless tops; women need long skirts for visits to temples.

C. Thai history and government
1. History and culture

                    a.   Thailand since 1939; formerly known as Siam;    

                    b.   Name means ‘Land of the Free’
                    c.   Never colonized by West or by other Asian countries

d.  Population of over 66 million has deep roots in China   

     due to migration from south China beginning in the   

     400’s AD but people today also come from Malay and    

     Indian backgrounds.

e.  Thailand is rich in its own culture but Western  

     influences from CNN, high tech. communication, and 

     other contacts with the West have had major effects  

     on architecture, food, and dress, particularly in large 
     cities like Bangkok.

f. 95% of population is Buddhist; do not believe in killing, even animals unless necessary for food; has implications for care of aging elephants at the Elephant Conservation Center

g. Cultural symbols


 
1.  Elephant – national symbol; closely linked to 

           daily life; major transport mode; 

     2.  Elephant Conservation Center –site of some  

           of Professor’s research work with her 

           students; one private elephant camp in 

           north

     3.  Golden shower flower – national flower; a 
          bright yellow color considered the color for 

          Buddha
   2.  Government



   a.  Long tradition of kings

1.  King Bhumibol Adulyadej – in 60th year of reign 
     and 49th king in 700 years



2.  Prince’s son was among those 5000 lost in Phuket 

                  in the tsunami aftermath.

      b.  Government 
                         1.  Constitutional monarchy with a monarch, prime 

minister, and National Assembly

                         2.  History of frequent essentially bloodless coups 
                 (about every 4 years); most recent coup in fall of  

                 2006

2.  76 provinces, 876 districts, 7,255 local units or    

                 tambons

                         4.  About 30% of elected position held by women; 
                              men and women viewed as equals

    3.  Bangkok – capital city of over 6 million people

  a.  Team advised NOT to ride in taxis or busses

  b.   Interesting examples of ancient architecture in some 

       areas; canals in one region of city lead to name of 

      “Venice of the East”

c. Located on the Chao Phraya River (‘chow pryuh’
D.  Food

         1.  Drink bottled water only.

         2.  Eat only fruit you can peel or that has been cooked.

         3.  Expect lots of rice, cooked veggies, and cooked seafood.
         4.  Avoid uncooked food.
